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-   Alberta College of Pharmacists 
 
-   Alberta Dental Association and College  
 
-   Alberta Health 
 
-   Alberta Health Services 
 
-   Alberta Pharmacists' Association

A   PARTNERSHIP   in   action
Misuse of prescription drugs affects everyone - patients, their families
and friends, co-workers and employers. Alberta's TPP brings together
more partners than any other drug monitoring program in Canada to

reduce misuse and abuse of prescription drugs  
and protect patient safety.

-   Alberta Veterinary Medical Association 
 
-   College and Association of Registered Nurses 
 
 
-   College of Physicians & Surgeons of Alberta  
 
-   College of Podiatric Physicians of Alberta 
 
-   Yukon Medical Council

of Alberta



WHAT   TPP ALBERTA   DOES



1,817,511 437,324

 TPP-LISTED  MEDICATIONS
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TPP Alberta tracks listed medications to monitor  
and report on prescribing  
and dispensing patterns.

Opioids 
 
 

Benzodiazepines 9,285 419 75 56
0

2,614*
pharmacistsTotal Prescribers

* pharmacists prescribe Zopiclone only

Surveillance & Data Collection
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486,177  
via PIN

513,069  
via PIN

105,496 
manual entry

1,773,673 
via PIN

66,629  
manual entry

63,429 
manual entry

The PIN Difference

Since 2012, the TPP has extracted prescribing and
dispensing data for Alberta patients from the
Pharmaceutical Information Network (PIN). 
 
Previously, the program received and entered all TPP
prescriptions manually, and no dispensing data was
available. 
 
While most TPP data now comes from PIN, the program
continues to receive and manually enter TPP
prescriptions for:

NB. Benzodiazepines were added to the TPP medications list in 2015 impacting total prescriptions

- Yukon patients 
- Veterinary patients (animal) 
- Compounded prescriptions (e.g., methadone)  



Benzodiazepines were added as a new Type
2 classification - electronically monitored but
not requiring registration or a triplicate
prescription pad to prescribe.

TPP Medications in 2015

*TPP Alberta spells “Marihuana” with an “h” to align with Health Canada Regulations.

Marihuana* for Medical Purposes
(MMP) was authorized for 4000
patients by 240 prescribers.  

Biphentin® and Concerta® have
been moved from Type 1 to Type 2
classification, making it easier for
patients to access needed care.



Benzodiazepine
Prescribing in Alberta

Largest group of
benzodiazepine patients are
between 50 and 59 years old
(22%) 
 
Benzodiazepine patients are
63% female and 37% male  
 
Largest number of
prescriptions are for
Zopiclone (40%)

Largest group of opioid
patients are between 50 and
59 years old (23%) 
 
Opioid patients are 54%
female and 46% male.  
 
Largest number of
prescriptions are for
Oxycodone (53%)

Opioid Prescribing 
in Alberta

The TPP Alberta Atlas

The atlas is now published annually.  Find it on the
TPP website. It's available to all stakeholders including

researchers and policy makers.



Education & Notification



New prescribers
registered with the TPP
during 2015

Multi-prescriber notices
sent to practitioners when a

patient has seen three or
more prescribers in a 

three-month period

811
2270

Patient profiles requested by
prescribers concerned about
their patient's safety737

Prescribers alerted to potential
high risk prescribing patterns 129

Preventing Fraud

Stolen triplicate
prescriptions monitored to
prevent forgery or
tampering

Missing triplicate prescriptions
tracked to control potential

misuse

603

1052



How can TPP Alberta have the most positive
impact on patient safety in Alberta

How can TPP Alberta work with other
health and safety agencies like 

law enforcement, patients 
and public health

How can TPP Alberta help
other populations at risk,

like seniors

How can TPP Alberta help to
develop prescriber standards of

practice

?

?

?

?

PRIORITIES   AHEAD
These questions will guide next steps



www.cpsa.ca/triplicate-prescription-program-tpp

TPP GRANT REPORT 2015-16

http://www.cpsa.ca/triplicate-prescription-program-tpp/

